
How to use your stethoscope 

READ BEFORE ATTACHING ANY PARTS - Firsty the tube will be rigid so 

we recommend 

Moisten ends of tube with warm water to soften the end BEFORE 

inserting FITTINGS. 

Ensure all pipes are pushed firmly onto the fittings.  

Wearing it - The ear tips should be twisted in order to seal the ear. When done right, the tips will 

point towards the nose, and outside noises should become softer. 

Pop ear pieces into your ear and gently tap on the diaphragm when you can hear feedback from 

your gentle finger taps 

the stethoscope is ready to use. If you cannot hear anything please re-check all the pipes  

are secure and everything is connected.  Then you must set the head. 

The Dual Head Function also has a dual function. One side is the ‘bell’ and the larger side is the 

Diaphragm Drum side. By turning the Axis (the metal part which exits the head where the tube 

attaches to) you can switch between head, Bell or Diaphragm. 

 

The diaphragm (larger) side is ideal for detecting breathing, as well as normal heart rhythms. 

The bell (smaller) side is better for detecting abnormal heart sounds and bruits, as well as bowel 

sounds. 

A cardiac exam should begin with use of the diaphragm, followed by use of the bell. 

Note Puppies heartbeats can only be heard 6/7 weeks into pregnancy.  Its not a traditional heart 

beat sound, It mimics a fast ticking noise. 

If you need assistance in using the stethoscope please see your vet for advice. 

It is possible to test for the heartbeat  



of puppies using a stethoscope. 

 It can take some skill and determination but should be achievable.  

It is  important to wait until 6 weeks after a bitch becomes pregnant before attempting to hear  

the sound of the  heartbeat. Before this time the heart would be too weak to create a great enough  

beat to be heard. Even after this period it can be difficult, so please be patient.  

The sound that should be listened for is reportedly like a soft and fast ticking.  

It can be possible to hear more than one heartbeat, which would indicate multiple  

puppies. It should be silent when attempting to hear heartbeats. 

Note if your dog has dense thick fur on abdomen you may not hear the heartbeats or they maybe 

very faint. If Puppies are ‘High’ up you will struggle to hear there heart beats.  

We recommend handling the stethoscope : The chest piece should be held in your dominant hand, 

between the index and middle fingers, just above the knuckle. To prevent interfering noise, curl the 

thumb under the tube to keep it still. 
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